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Rarely is there a time when people think and believe more false doctrine than 

at funeral gatherings. I’m not talking about the preacher’s sermon but all the 

conversations people have with one another before and after. The average 

person will commonly say two things: 

1) “He was such a good person; he did so many good things for 

people…” 

2) “He’s in a better place now…” 

These two things said together (if that’s all that is said), preach a false 

gospel.  They’re saying, “heaven is what people deserve for living good 

lives.” Ironically, this is often said of those who had absolutely no interest, 

let alone love, for God. 

 

Never have I heard anyone say over a friend or loved one’s coffin, “There’s 

one thing about him; he didn’t deserve anything good from God and he knew 

it! He was so convinced of his unworthiness before God that he loved Jesus 

with all his heart! And God poured out his mercy on that man! 

 

We don’t hear people talk that way and yet the Bible says that that’s the kind 

of faith God honors—humble faith that comes from the hearts of those who 

know they don’t deserve anything from God other than hell for their sins.  

 

Jesus said, “blessed are the pour in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.” (Matt 5:3).  

 

What does that mean? Jesus is saying that those who will inherit heaven are 

those who understand that they are spiritually impoverished on their own. 

They realize that there is nothing they could possibly do to make up for the 

offense their sin is before God. The only possible hope for sinners is for God 

to extend mercy to them out of His kindness. So when Jesus said, “blessed 

are the pour in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” he was saying, 

blessed are those who come to God with nothing but simple humble hope in 

His mercy—a mercy that could only be available through the cross of Jesus 

whose death paid for the offense of our sin against God.  

 

Blessed are those who understand they come to God with nothing to offer! 

 

This is really important to grasp because today’s passage stands in stark 

contrast to last week’s passage. Last week Jesus confronted the Pharisee’s for 

their religious pride; this week He honors a Gentile pagan for her utter 

humility.  

 

[Mark 7:24-30] 

 

What we are going to discover is that effective faith understands that we have 

nothing that can gain God’s favor but are completely dependent upon God’s 

mercy in spite of ourselves. In other words… 

 

True faith recognizes that we are unworthy of God’s kindness but humbly 

persists in seeking His mercy.  

 

Jesus left the area where He had encountered the Pharisees and went to a 

Gentile region seeking to be alone. But it was impossible to escape people’s  

notice. It is in the region of Tyre that Jesus encounters this Gentile woman 

who pleads with Him to cast a demon out of her daughter.  

 

Let’s make 4 observations about this woman:  

 

1) She’s a Gentile from the region Tyre.  

 

Jews considered Gentiles as unclean. Furthermore, Jewsish rabbis 

said that Tyre was committed to gross paganism and idolatry.
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Josephus, the most prominent Jewish historian of that day, referred 

to the people of Tyre as “our bitterest enemies.” This woman would 

have been considered detestable to proper Jews.  Of all the 

individuals that approach Jesus in Mark, this woman has the most 

against her from a Jewish perspective.  

 

2) She’s desperate and persistent (25-26).  
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Not only did she fall at Jesus feet in vs. 25 to beg and plead with 

Jesus to heal her daughter, but she also kept persistently asking in vs. 

26. We know from Matthew’s account that Jesus didn’t answer her 

immediately yet His inattentiveness to her did not deter her from 

persistently pleading for His help. She is so desperate that she is 

obnoxiously persistent. In Matthew 15:23 the disciples  actually beg 

Jesus to send this beggar away because she kept shouting.  

 

3) She believes. Her persistence is driven by the fact that she is truly 

convinced that Jesus can meet her daughter’s need. And as we will 

see, nothing will deter her faith.  

 

4) She is humble. This is the most spectacular thing we see in this 

woman.  Not only does she humbly throw herself at Jesus’ feet in 

desperation; not only does she humble herself to come and seek help 

from a Jew who would have been considered a rival of her people; 

but she refuses to be offended when directly confronted with her 

impoverished standing before God. What an incredible contrast to 

the self-righteous Pharisees in the preceding verses! 

 

Keep in mind that the tensions between the Jews and the Gentiles are 

comparable to the ethnic and religious tensions that exist in the middle east 

today. It’s hard enough for many people to humble themselves to ask a friend 

for help; it’s quite another for someone to be so desperate that they are 

willing to go to an enemy and beg for help.  

 

What’s even more surprising is how Jesus responds to this woman. At first 

He almost seems to ignore her and then when He does turn His attention to 

her, His response seems harsh and insensitive.  [Vs. 27]  

 

The Jews considered themselves the “children” of Israel while they 

commonly referred to the Gentiles as “dogs” which were considered unclean. 

First, notice that the children should be satisfied first. He’s not saying that the 

Gentiles would not receive His blessing, but that it was to be offered to the 

people of Israel first. Secondly, its important to know that word Jesus used 

for dogs, is not the word used for the half-wild scavengers most often 

envisioned, but the word for little dogs, or household pets. They may only be 

pets, but they have a place in the household and will be fed in turn.  

 

Jesus is illustrating that the children are fed before the pets. Yet, even for 

those of you who are dog-lovers and have one or more for pets, you would 

hardly take it as a compliment to have someone imply that you were 

comparable to a dog of any stature.  

 

Remember, a couple weeks ago that I said when we encounter something in 

Scripture that appears awkward, or makes us uneasy, we should not be too 

quick to dismiss it or resolve it because it is there for a reason?  This is one 

of those cases. Jesus’ language doesn’t set well with us and there’s a reason 

for that. It reveals something in the human heart. 

 

So what’s going on here?  What is Jesus doing? He’s pressing the obvious 

tensions and hostilities between the Jews and Gentiles to show the true 

character of this woman’s heart, so that we can see the true nature of genuine 

faith. 

 

The greatest surprise of this passage is that this woman doesn’t recoil with 

offense at Jesus’ comments. She doesn’t even wince! In fact, her response 

reveals that she understand what Jesus is saying—and agrees! If fact, she’s 

the first person in Mark to understand one of Jesus’ parables without a 

second explanation! 

 

[Vs. 28] It’s interesting to note that in her response, she uses a different word 

for “children.” Jesus used the term that referred to biological children. But 

the woman uses a more general term that included the servants of the house. 

Again we see her persistence in suggesting that even the servants and dogs 

receive a portion, even if it is only the leftover crumbs. Again we see her 

humility in acknowledging and agreeing with Jesus that she has an 

impoverished status before Him. She’s not offended to be directly confronted 

with the fact that she doesn’t deserve family rights or privileges, and yet she 

throws herself on Jesus mercy because she believes that He has the power to 

meet her need.  

 

This is precisely the answer Jesus is looking for. [Vs. 29] 



 

Matthew’s gospel adds that Jesus commends her for her faith: “Woman, your 

faith is great!” And then notice what Jesus does for her, vs. 30: “Because of 

this answer go; the demon has left your daughter. And going back to her 

home, she found the child lying on her bed, the demon having left.” In the 

end, Jesus actually honored this woman by treating her as one of the children. 

Why? Because of her faith!  

 

What was so great about this woman’s faith? It’s a faith void of pride. She’s 

humble. Even when most people would have taken offense, she didn’t 

because she understood her true impoverished state. Pride would have been 

offended by what Jesus said to her, but she knew she deserved nothing from 

Jesus—she knew she was pleading on the basis of Jesus’ mercy and 

goodness alone.  

 

The key to understanding this passage is seeing the woman’s humble 

response in contrast the Pharisee’s religious pride in the previous passage. 

The woman has great faith; the Pharisees have dead faith.  Because that’s 

what pride does—it neutralizes faith; it destroys the power of faith. Pride is 

what God opposes but faith looks to God or grace, which He gives to the 

humble. Faith is trust in God, not ourselves.  

 

The Pharisees were deeply offended at the beginning of chapter 7 because 

the disciples didn’t follow man-made regulations of ceremonial washing. 

What a contrast to this “unclean” woman whom Jesus served, whose faith 

refused to be offended because she humbly came to Jesus empty-handed. She 

understood her impoverished spiritual state-and readily admitted it.  

 

Just like this woman, every person that Jesus healed was desperate. They 

knew that apart from a miracle, there was no hope at all for them to be 

delivered from their affliction. These healings are a perfect picture of the 

same attitude of humble desperation we need regarding our spiritual crisis. 

No amount of money, no Dr. at Mayo Clinic, no regiment of good choices or 

better behaviors can cure our terminal spiritual cancer. And until we come to 

Jesus with empty-handed humility, our pride will render our faith ineffective. 

It’s really hard to save someone who thinks he can save himself. We won’t 

truly take ahold of God’s mercy until we realize that we can’t do anything to 

help Him.  

 

True conversions are never expressed with the word “but…. ” 

� I know I’m a sinner but I’ve tried to live a good life… 

� I know I’ve made some really bad choices but I have a good heart… 

Really? Jesus said just a few verses earlier that our evil thoughts and actions 

flow out of our hearts.  

I’m not saying that true believers can’t sin grievously, but true conversions 

don’t make exceptions. True conversions say, “I’m a sinner with no hope 

apart from God’s grace through the cross of Jesus Christ.”  

 

Perhaps the best illustration of how we need to come to Jesus empty-handed 

is Collin Smith’s story of an auction like no other in which eternal life is 

offered to the lowest bidder, rather than the highest bidder
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A man in a pin-striped suit steps forward with the 1
st
 bid.  

“Well, I’ve led a good life and run and honest business. I have been 

faithful to my wife and have been a good father to my children. I 

have been sensitive to the needs of the poor, and I have served on the 

boards of three charitable organizations. I offer all those good works 

so that I may live forever with God.” 

A murmur rises from the rest of the bidders. That’s a pretty 

impressive offer.  

“It’s with the man in the pin-stripped suit,” says the auctioneer.  

Then a lady in a blue coat lifts her hand.  

“I haven’t done as much as the man in the pin-stripped suit,” she 

says, “but I have attended church faithfully, and I have had 

wonderful experiences with God. I think that I have become a 

spiritual person, and I’d like to have what you are offering today.” 
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“It’s with the lady in the blue coat,” says the auctioneer. “Can 

anyone make me a better offer?” 

A girl in blue jeans raises her hand. 

“I haven’t attended church like the lady in the blue coat, but I am 

sincere in wanting to do what is right, and I have tried to live a life 

that is pleasing to God.”  

“Well,” says the auctioneer, “that’s not very much but it’s going to 

the lowest bidder, so you have it. Am I hearing any other bids?” 

A man in a red sweater, with a bit of a red face to go with it, gets up 

slowly. “I’ve not lived up to my own expectations,” he says. “I have 

let people down, and I have done some terrible things, but at least I 

have been sorry. I didn’t intend to do what I did, so let me offer the 

fact that I am truly repentant.” 

 
“Well, that’s even less than the girl with the blue jeans,” says the 

[auctioneer]. “It’s with the man in the red sweater. Does anyone 

want to make a lower offer?” 

A kid with red hair and freckles raises his hand. 
“I’m not sure if I am truly sorry, and I’ll tell you why. There are 

some things that I said I was sorry for, and then I go right ahead and 

do them again! But at least I can say I believe.” 

“Well, says the [auctioneer], “that really isn’t much. The Bible says 

that even the [demons] believe and tremble. But its going to the 

lowest bidder, so your meager bid has it right now. Is anyone going 

to make me a lower offer?” 

This is not a battle of pride; it is a battle of blushes. Many people 

have opted out of bidding, not because the cost is too high, but 

because the offers are embarrassingly low. Most people are just 

watching to see if anyone would dare to offer less than the boy with 

the freckles. How could anyone offer so little to God?   

Finally someone steps forward, and says, “I don’t have anything to 

offer. My repentance isn’t what it should be; my faith isn’t what it 

should be; my works aren’t what they should be. Nothing is as it 

should be! I have nothing to offer.” And the auctioneer brings down 

His hammer. “It’s yours,” He says. “It’s yours.”  

The woman that Jesus encounters in Mark 7 is like the lowest bidder. She 

understands that she has nothing to offer. She understands that the only thing 

that could possibly meet her need is the mercy of God.  

 

Here’s the reality: Our sin has placed us in the same position as the woman in 

Mark 7. The Bible says that our sins have alienated us from God and made us 

enemies of God. Sin is so corruptive that Isaiah says “all of us have become 

like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy 

garment.” (64:6) Romans says that there is none righteous, not even one 

(3:10). And the honest wages of your sin are eternal death, judgment, and 

condemnation. 

 

The reason this message from Mark 7 is so important is because this is where 

so many people stumble, believing that they are basically good and they are 

offended when you suggest that without Christ, there is nothing good in them 

to attract God’s favor.  

 

Romans 7:18—“For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my 

flesh; for the wishing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not. For 

the good that I wish, I do not do; but I practice the very evil that I do not 

wish.” 

 

Does the truth about your sin offend you? Or does it make you desperate 

enough to humble yourself before God and plead for His mercy in Christ?  

 

The good news of Jesus will be of no value to you until you understand how 

desperately you need his rescue. But when you humble yourself and come to 

Jesus with empty-handed faith, as though you can do nothing for yourself but 

only rely on the mercy of Christ, He will grant you the forgiveness He 

purchased for you on the cross by giving His own life in place of yours to 

pay for the offense of your sin.  

 

Good News: Rom 5:8 (you don’t demonstrate your goodness to God) 



Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved. With no confidence 

in yourself but only in Christ, believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will 

be saved. 


